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I spent the day just north of Tora Bora, Osama bin Laden's hideout in 2001.  The area was a
hotbed of terror where many terrorists from outside Afghanistan trained.  Today I saw
something different.  Along all of the roads, I was struck by the number of children signaling us
with a thumbs up.  Keep reading for photos and more...

  

  

The people were uniformly nice and many said that the International Coalition's arrival in
Afghanistan ended 30 years of war.  Along a river bed, I met Dr. Steven Romanoff.

  

  

Dr. Romanoff is in charge of a US Agency for International Development (USAID) project that
now employs 15,000 Afghans.  They are building flood control levies and report that this project
is the number one employer in an area that was once the headquarters of Al Qaeda terror.  It
was heartening to see and hear from dozens of Afghans in local villages and along the road.
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  This region also used to be the center of poppy cultivation, the first step in making heroin. Today, the UN reports that the poppy crop is way down, thanks in part to the U.S.-funded"Alternative Livelihoods" program that provides agricultural assistance to local farmers.  I takemy hat off to the team of development, agriculture, engineering and military experts that staffthe Jalalabad Provincial Reconstruction Team.
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